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My ancestry includes folks who were among 
the earliest Methodists and I’m proud of that 
heritage. My grandmother was a member of 
Women’s Home Missionary Society and 
Women’s Society of Christian Service 
(WSCS); my mother was a member of 
WSCS and United Methodist Women; I am a 
member of United Methodist Women. We all 
three served as presidents of our local units:  
my grandmother in Dunnellon, Florida; my 
mother in Springfield, Virginia; and I in 
Lakewood, Ohio. I hope that my daughter 
and her daughter will follow in our footsteps. 
   I love United Methodist Women. I credit 
the women within the organization at all lev-
els for most of what I have learned about 
God, God’s love, God’s vision for us and the 
roles which God would have us play in 
achieving that vision. I’ve grown in spirit; 
I’ve become socially active; I’ve been edu-
cated and I’ve taught; I’ve learned to tell our 
story and I’ve learned to nurture and reach 
out. If all that sounds to you like our four 
areas of mission and our PURPOSE, then you 
have grown, too. In fact, I don’t doubt that 
any woman who has been active in United 
Methodist Women has grown in many ways. 
   As my leadership in the North Coast Dis-
trict comes to an end, I want to remind you of 
all the wonderful opportunities that lie before 
you in UMW if you will but make it one of 
your priorities. There is leadership potential 
in each of us and I have great confidence that 
any woman open to becoming all she can be, 
will find the knowledge, the growth, the fel-
lowship and the support she wants and needs 

right in United Methodist Women. 
   I have been a part of old units fading and dy-
ing while new and reorganized units have bud-
ded and bloomed. We cannot give up hope for 
such an organization as United Methodist 
Women. The work that each member does is 
vital to such a vital group. We have surfaced 
around the world, this great sisterhood. We be-
gan as a movement and we must continue to see 
ourselves as a movement. 
Please pray, attend church 
with great anticipation, 
attend UMW meetings, 
local, district and confer-
ence, participate and be-
come a leader. Keep tell-
ing your story…keep tell-
ing her story…keep tell-
ing our story. 
   I leave you in the very 
capable hands of your new president, Carol 
Broadbent, and our 2009 mission team, consist-
ing of some new and some experienced women. 
They will not let you down because they love 
UMW, too. I will always have a part of each of 
you in my heart and soul because you are all a 
part of who I am. I bid you a fond farewell and I 
look forward to continuing our friendship. I also 
look forward to seeing all of you on January 24 
at Church of the Saviour for our Annual Train-
ing Event. I wish God’s blessings upon you. 

 

Peace and joy, 

Freddie Curley 
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   Women who 
participated in the 
reading program in 
2008 will be 
recognized at the 2009 
Spring District 
Meeting. 
   Please submit your list of names and Reading 
Plan each completed by along with your name 
and church.   
   Send to: Carol Basler, 2865 SOM Center Rd., 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022.  
   Questions call 216/831-8512. 
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� � � � � � . � Because each unit of United Methodist Women is a part of the Women’s 

Division of the United Methodist Church and because the Women’s Division 
receives a large part of the money that we raise for missions, it is appropriate 
that you should be aware of the financial condition of the Women’s Division. 
Following is a summary of the report of the Women’s Division Treasurer, 
Martha Knight, given at the directors meeting held October 11-13, 2008. 
   Ms. Knight reported that UMW giving through 8/31/2008 was up $219,000 
over the same period in 2007. At $15.17 million, the division’s 2008 total 
operating revenue was ahead of 2007’s $14.08 million by $1.09 million. Also, 
expenses were down $800,000 or 3.96% to $19.29 million in 2008 from $20.09 
million in 2007. Due to the nation’s financial crisis, Women’s Division 
investments had lost about $11 million in market value by the end of August. 
As a result, the Women’s Division will need to reassess the future of mission 
funding from endowments. 
   As of December 1, the North Coast District UMW pledge of $70,000 has 
almost been met.  Although we are a couple of thousand dollars short, I hope 
that the remaining money will come in before I need to close the books for the 
year. Thank you to all the units who have given their pledges as well as 
additional money for mission! We all know times are hard, but we continue to 
give because we know that every dollar given goes to help others. 
   I would like to welcome Nancy Howe, the new treasurer for the North Coast 
District UMW. I know that she will do a great job with your support. Her 
address is: 18424 Chagrin Blvd, Shaker Hts., 44122. Her phone number is:  
216-299-3098 and her email address is: Nancy.Howe@ddfas.mil. 

 

Carol Broadbent, current Treasurer 
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�We all know how important physical health is: here is a plan 
for keeping your soul in shape: (a) Do not question your faith, 
question your doubts.  We spend too much time dwelling on 
our misgivings, experiencing faith as an occasional flash-in-the
-pan.  God's promises are for believers. (b) Don't be a 'lone 
ranger.'  It is no accident that the Old Testament contains the 
story of God's people, and that the Epistles were written to 
congregations.  We grow as we relate - not isolate!  (c) Guard 
your thought life.  If your thinking is controlled by the sinful 
self, there is death.  But if your thoughts are controlled by the 
Spirit, there is life and peace" Ro 8:6. Practice  mind 
management.  (d) Fall asleep and wake up with gratitude.  It 
will transform you day. "In everyway give thanks!" 1TH 
5:18.  (e) Ditch anything that distracts you from God.  Toss the 
junk reading material, and if you have the guts, lower you 
viewing of the TV! Get the negative sounds( talk) from other 
people out of your head.  (f) Always err on the side of 
mercy.  Philip Yancy writes " I marvel at the humility of a God 
who descends to live inside..his "flawed" creatures.. Do You 
show that same attitude towards people of whom you 
disapprove?  Committee people, people who do not feel as you 
do on some matters of your Church?  (g)  Be specific and do 

As we come to the end of 2008, it is time for 
me to welcome Carol Basler as the new  
Secretary for Program Resources. I pray that 
she will have an much fun as I have had in 
being part of the North Coast District  
leadership for UMW. My prayer for you is a 
happy holiday season and lots of energy to 
work for mission in 2009. 

Peace, Betty Bauer 

not revert to generalities when discussing your faith.  Paul 
wasn't ashamed of the Gospel. Ro. 1:16.. neither should you 
be.  (h) Be gracious to the people who irk you.  God chose them 
too!  Sometimes it is easier to be gracious to non-believers than 
to uptight, moralistic Christians.   But that just makes you a 
different kind of judgmental.  (i) Forgive those who have hurt 
you.  Harboring hatred hinders healing, so bring your hurts to 
God. Take time out for a spiritual check-up.  In the North Coast 
District a new group of 
officers will be coming in 
soon.  Let us ALL start with  a 
spiritual check-up, a new 
attitude of gratitude and 
continue the mission life that 
embodies the UMW. 

  

Peace and Love 

Sandy Marek   

Spiritual Growth 
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An opportunity for us to learn from each other,   
share ideas and get to know each other.  

Find out what other units in the district are doing . 
 

The agenda will include a large group gathering and  training  
with some elements of worship, and a small group tr aining for 

 all local unit officers with their district counte rparts.  
Other UMW members may attend any one of those group s. 

 
+NO COST INVOLVED  

 +SOME PROGRAM RESOURCES WILL BE AVA ILABLE 
 

Everyone is invited and particularly all officers o f each UMW unit.  

Please call in your reservations as a unit to:  
Doris Hicks (216)831-2958, or e-mail  

Debbie Bryant at debbryant@ncdistrictumc.org  
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President - Carol Broadbent, Church of the Saviour,  2678 Cranlyn Rd., Shaker Hts.,  44122, 216/360-0465,    
   clbroadskate@ameritech.net 
Vice President - Doris Hicks, Cleveland: Saint Paul, 23254 Lawrence Rd., Warrensville Hts.  44128, 216/831-2958 
Honorary Vice President - Debra Drew,  Spouse of District Superintendent, 216/371-1968 
Secretary - Margaret Bullard, Cleveland:Werner, 9812 North Blvd., Cleveland,  44108, 216/795-5110 
Treasurer - Nancy Howe, Aldersgate, 3231 Livingston, Cleveland, 44122, 216/299-3098, nancyhowe@dfas.mil 
Program Resources - Carol Basler, Chagrin Falls, 2865 SOM Center Rd., Chagrin Falls, 44022, 216/831-8512,  
   cvmoore3500@sbcglobal.net 
Nominations Chair  - Elizabeth Claypool, Rockport, 84 Community Dr., Avon Lake, 44012 , 440/930-8804,                                         
   eclaypool2500@yahoo.com 
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Spiritual Growth - Mary Elin Halek, Rocky River, 20745 Valley Forge Dr., Fairview Park, 440/333-3344, mehalek@rrumc.org 
Education & Interpretation -  Betty Antolik, Church of the Saviour, 878 Englewood Rd., Cleveland Hts., 44121, 216/382-3343,   
   eantolik@roadrunner.com 
Membership Nurture & Outreach - Sharnell Woods, Windermere, 3313 Chelsea Dr., Cleveland Hts., 44118, 216./371-2397,  
   alayne21@aol.com 
Social Action - Tina Johnson, Ceveland: Saint Paul,  6000 Bear Creek Dr.  #220 , Bedford Hts., 44146,440/439-7804 
Communications Coordinator  - Debbie Bryant, Rockport,  3680 Archwood Dr.. Rocky River, 44116440/331-2250,    
debbryant@ncdistrictumc.org 
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Gloria Allen-Levert, Windermere, 1197 Melbourne, East Cleveland,  44112, 216/451-1324, allenlevert@yahoo.com 
Elizabeth Claypool, Elizabeth Claypool, Rockport, 84 Community Dr., Avon Lake, 44012 , 440/930-8804,                                         
   eclaypool2500@yahoo.com 
Diana Huguley, Cleveland:Mt. Pleasant, 11313 Greenwich Ave., Cleveland, 44105, 216/341-8110, tahlhm@yahoo.com 
Vicki Ratliff, Church of the Redeemer, 23701 Hartland Ave., Euclid, 44123, 216/261-6682, vbkay@roadrunner.com 
Daryl Xenos, Westlake, 5278 Mills Creek Lane, North Ridgeville,  44039, 440/327-3327, mdxenos@rr.oh.com 

What a wonderful privilege our God has given us, to allow (actually to invite) us to work in mission 
partnership with Him.  Every time a United Methodist Woman accepts a position of responsibility with 
her unit, her district or her conference, she is accepting God's invitation to be part of feeding the hungry 
and healing the sick and broken hearted.  A mission worker is too great a gift to keep to ourselves.  If you 
know a United Methodist Woman with gifts to share, please pass her name on to your District 
Nominating Committee.  We are anxious to meet her and to ask her to join us on the District Team, so 
that we may do missions together. 

 

          Elizabeth Claypool, newly elected  Nominations Chair 
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W e l c o m e  n e w  o f f i c e r s !  
The Slate of Officers above were presented and elec ted at the  North Coast District 

UMW Fall District Meeting at Aldersgate UMC on Satu rday, October 25, 2009. 
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Farewell and thank you to the following  
UMW Officers who have served faithfully, 
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Carol V. Basler - Program Resources - My first experiences with Women’s Society for Christian Service began during the 
1960’s.  During this time I served a term as Chairmen of the Christian Women Circle, which our unit formed to accommodate 
young mothers and working women who preferred to meet in the evenings.   I also served as chairman of various projects of 
WSCS until late 1970’s, at which time my life underwent a huge change.   I became employed full-time in the insurance industry, 
working mostly in the compliance area.  I was widowed in 1991.   I retired in early 2004, and immediately became active again in 
UMW, which it had become during my long absence.   I have always had a heart for missions.   In fact, when I first thought of 
retirement, I seriously considered working somehow in the mission field.  That changed in 2000, when I met a fine gentleman at 
church, a widower.   I was elected Vice President of Chagrin Falls United Methodist Women in 2005, serving two terms and be-
came President in 2007, now serving a second term.   In June, 2008, Bill Basler and I were married. 

Jan Greiner– Vice-President - Lakewood UMC. Mother of four grown children 
and three grandchildren. Medical Office Manager. Past Nursery School Teacher. 
UMW Experience: Local-President, Secretary. District—Vice President; Secre-
tary; Spiritual Growth Mission Coordinator. Churhcd Experience: District—
Certified Lay Speaker. Local-Children’s Sunday School Coordinator; Safe 
Sanctuary expert; Volunteer in mission (VIM); Mission Committee; Chair, Edu-
cation Committee; Administrative Council; Church Council; Sunday School 
teacher. Interests include photography, crafts, reading and travel. Jan has re-
cently relocated to her hometown of Norwood, NY. 
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1. *During Unit meetings, pray for persons in mission and projects listed in the Prayer Calendar. 
2. *Have at least one member, other than district or conference officers, attend School of  Christian Mission. 
3. Have at least two members other than Conference or district officers attend the district or conference annual  meeting. 
4. *Use at least two programs from the U.M.W. Program Book each year. 
5. *Have at least one member join the U.M.W. Action Network to receive and respond to legislative information. 
6. As a Unit, correspond with five people listed in the Prayer Calendar. 
7. Conduct at least one mission study a year in the Unit. 
8. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice at least one way each year. 
9. *Co-Sponsor, with your local church, a Children’s  Sabbath worship service. 
10. Fulfill the Unit’s Pledge to  Mission. 
11. *Be a five-star Unit, contributing through all five channels of undesignated giving. 
12. Contribute needed resources to a mission project listed in the Women’s Division Material Resources for       Mission Catalog. 
13. Include a Response moment in Unit meetings to discuss one article. 
14. *Have at least two Unit members subscribe to Response. 
15. *Recruit at least two new members to the Unit. 
To be a Mission Today Unit in East Ohio, complete eight of the 15 criteria; at least four-asterisked items and at least four of the 
remaining items. Units with 15 or fewer members may complete only half of the criteria. 
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Have you ever felt so proud of yourself when you completed your taxes ahead of time, completed your Christmas shopping early, or 
had everything prepared for your meeting way ahead of schedule?  Well, that's the way I was feeling regarding the annual statistical 
information that the district must submit to the Women’s Division of the United Methodist Church, our national organization.  The 
information sheets were requested at the fall district meeting, so that our units would have ample time to complete them, and so we'd 
be “ahead of the game.”  That is, until we discovered that the game had changed! 
      At the UMW East Ohio Leadership Training it was revealed that as of this year, totally new forms would 
be used.  The goal of the Women's Division is to improve service and resources to UMW units, hence the new 
forms and new types of information requested. 
     Our sincere thanks to all of the units that took the time to get their information submitted in a timely 
fashion.  We apologize for any inconvenience.  The new forms will be sent to the current presidents.  Please 
observe the deadline dates.  Your cooperation is sincerely appreciated. 
     Membership, Nurture and Outreach is about more than forms and statistics.  We care about you and your 
unit.  I welcome the opportunity to visit your unit, and share information. 
     New for the coming year: The Sharing Corner. We would like to learn about what your unit is 
doing.  What are your activities?  How do you reach out to new members, but retain your current members?  Send your information 
to:  Sharnell Woods, 3313 Chelsea Drive, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. 
�

P.S.  Debbie Bryant still needs the Local Officers List for 2009.  She uses this list to get names and  addresses 
for mailings for the newsletters and flyers for dis trict meetings.  
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Studies: Food and Faith,  Sudan,  Native American Survival  
July 17, 18, & 19 Mount Union, One-Day Sampler and Three-Day Event  
Mount Union events include a Children’s Study; Three-Day Event includes a Youth Study 
for young women.  Scholarships for young women will be available through the East Ohio 
Conference United Methodist Women.  
September 18, 19, & 20 Lakeside Event  
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(UMW Annual Meeting and Leadership Training) OCTOBER 9-10, 2009 Mark this date on your calendar.  
Our celebration will be held at Woodlawn United Methodist Church (Mid-Ohio District) in Bucyrus. Start saving your money now! 
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By faith, United Methodist Women are called. We are called to be a light for God as we continue the 
legacy of mission. We pledge ourselves to follow Christ, to spread the good news: Christ is Alive! And 
we commit ourselves to God, as women organized for mission.  
      As a token of our commitment to this calling, we join our hearts and hands as we invite others to 
join our community of United Methodist Women. As we journey toward fulfilling God’s mission and in response to God’s call, we 
are called to lead diligently, pray tirelessly, and give of our possessions. 
      The scriptures remind us, that if a person has been given the spiritual gift of leadership he or she should lead diligently. “Just as 
each of us has one body with many members and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ, we who are many, 
form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. If it is serving, let him serve, if it is encouraging, let him encourage, if it 
is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.” (Romans 12:4-8) As your elected Vice-
President, my pledge is an out growth of my commitment to Jesus Christ and a renewal of my desire to follow his teaching to love 
and serve others. I offer my support to my sisters as we walk together along this journey, and may God bless us. 
      Each of you has a special invitation to attend our Leadership Training event on January 24, 2009, at 8:30 a.m., at Church of the 
Saviour (United Methodist) in Cleveland Heights. I am looking forward to meeting you. 

       Merry Christmas to each and every one of you and a blessed New Year. 

                         Doris Hicks, Vice-President 2009 
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January 24 - North Coast District UMW Leadership Tr aining for Local Officers,                 
Church of the Saviour, Cleveland Hts. 
February 7 - Leadership Academy , Lakewood UMC 
April 19 -  UMW Sunday (or any other Sunday you and your pastor agree on) 
May 4 -  North Coast District UMW Spring Meeting , Location to be determined 
June 15 - 18 - East Ohio Annual Conference , Lakeside 
June 18 -  Women’s Breakfast at Annual Conference  
June 18 -  21 -  Midwest Regional School of Mission , Fargo, ND  
July 17 - 19  -  Mt. Union Schools of Christian Mis sion Events (Tentative) 
September 11 - 13  -  Lakeside School of Christian Mission Events  
October 9 - 10 - UMW Conference—Annual Meeting and District Officer Training, 
Woodlawn UMC, Bucyrus, Mid-Ohio District 
October 24 -  North Coast District UMW Fall Meeting , Location to be determined 

�

We wish you a blessed Christmas as you celebrate the miracle of the birth 
of our Savior with friends and family. 
 
Your North Coast District UMW Officers, 2008, 
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