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Sometimes | wish that
Thanksgiving and Christmas
weren't’ so close together.
For oftentimes we spend the
first ten months of the year
complaining about all the
things in the world that are
going so wrong. And then
when we get to November
and December we pause to
realize how truly blessed we
are. Various individuals,
groups, and organizations
use this as a time to give
something back to those
who are “less fortunate”

Allow me to confess. | too
am guilty. While I try hard
to be concerned, compas-

than they are. They take thissionate, and generous

my spirit to spend less time
complaining and more time
counting my blessings.

And this Thanksgiving and
Christmas season in particu-
lar has made this reality all
the more relevant. With all
that is going on in our

world; one tragedy after an-
other, economic crisis and
instability, wars, threats of
war, rampant commercial-
ism replacing the true mean-
ing of this season, we do
have much to complain
about. Yet, as | read the
Bible it doesn’t seem to be

time to count their blessings throughout the year, it seemgery much different than the
and want to share them with as though Thanksgiving andtimes (if not better for most
others.

Have you
ever thought
about time
management
as a compo-

_ nent of your
Rev. V. Yvonne Conner | StEWArdship?
PRI — When stew-
ardship is a reflection of how
we manage resources, time

Christmas always awaken

certainly is one of our most
precious resources. Here is
one Henri Nouwen wrote
about “time” ... Be attentive
to time and the way you
spend it. Northing is more
precious. ...God, the master
of time, never gives the
future. He gives only the

present, moment by moment,

of us) then the time in which
God gave the gift of Jesus to

Cont. on Page 3

for this is the law of the cre-
ated order, and God will not
contradict himself in his crea-
tion. Time is for you, not for
time. - FromThe Cloud of
Unknowingby Henri J.M.
Nouwen

Many of you havespent time
completing your annual
Charge Conference.

Cont. on Page 3
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CHURCH OF THE tor recruitment is headed(more if they wish). They
SAVIOUR—Church of by our own Thelma will be trained by the Syl-
the Saviour members andTucker, and she is recruit-van staff with the program
friends have a wonderful ing Christians for this beginning mid-October.
opportunity to make a tutoring experience. This
difference in a young is the first time Sylvan has This is a commitment for
man’s life. The principal made such a collaborationthe school year; your sus-
of East Tech High School,in  which they train taining influence as a
Luther Johnson, hasvolunteers to do the tutor- Christian role model could
opened the doors to aing. make such a difference
Christian organization to in a young man’s life. Be a
set up a tutoring Could this be your calling part of this ground-
program. Heaven's Trainto serve Christ? Thirty- breaking collaboration. If
has collaborated with seven volunteers have al-you are interested in more
Sylvan Learning Center toready signed up as tutorsinformation, please con-
bring a tutoring The volunteers must havetact Thelma Tucker at
program to East Tech fora degree, agree to tutor(216) 862-8162.
ninth grade boys. The tu-one morning once a week
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Orchard Path United Methodist Church Providence House, which helps children in
is gathering for its very first Christmas crisis situations. Please consider attending
Eve service, celebrating the birth of  our service before you attend your home
God's child, Jesus! We are planning to church's service later in the evening. Or
create a birthday party and/or baby perhaps you are unable to come. Even so,
shower kind of atmosphere. The familyyou can help us by inviting someone you
friendly worship service begins at know who lives or works in our mission
6:00pm at Broadview Center (9543  field - the south suburbs of Cleveland. Did
Broadview Road in Broadview Heights)you know that Christmas Eve is one of the
Come early from 5:00-6:00pm and en- few times of the year that so-called

joy free pizza, kids crafts, and have a "unchurched" people are most likely to
special balloon made by Balloon Bendeattend a worship service? Invite them to
Dave. We are also inviting our guests tattend Jesus' birthday party! More informa-
bring a gifts of diapers (sizes 5-6), pull-tion can be found atww.orchardpathchurch.org
ups, and wipes, which will be donated tor call us at (440) 627-6224.

(1
it’s a boy!

Celebrate the Birth of God’s Child

orchardpathchurch.org
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of us) then the time in which pastors and members ex-  that you do, not just at

God gave the gift of Jesus to pressed in so many ways hasThanksgiving and Christmas,
the world to be our Lord and truly encouraged my soul andbut all year round. Itis a
Savior. What a gift and what challenged me to use every reminder and reaffirmation

a blessing! Certainly this is day and month in the coming that “With God All Things

not a time for complaining,  year to count my blessings Are Possible” and yes

but a time to count our bless- (rather than complain) and  “Together We Can.” May

ings. Welcomed member of find a way to share them. your Christmas be Blessed!
the North Coast District. The Thank you members of the _roc

love and support of the North Coast District for all

If not, you soon will be! Part  campaigns and grant writing. - Non-Profit Guides—A tip
of the Charge Conference That'’s right friends, the North for writing proposals
process required you spend Coast District wants to help (Date: January 25th; Time:
time writing goals for 2010. you invest your spent time 5:30PM; Location North
Most of us included specific wisely rather than continue Coast District)

goals for increasing the capac- spending it. We have three (2)
ity of the church to make disci- great webinars to help your
ples. Well ... now it'dime to investment grow—

start developing a work plan to
nurture the precious resource

All webinars are free and last
for 50-75 minutes plus time for
Grants 101~ Awebinar 5 ¢ A call the District office

) , made available through the {y RsvP so that an adequate
(time) you've alreadgpent. Governor’s Office of Faith 1 ,mber of handouts can be
How?! By investing your -Based Initiatives (Date: repared. You can also email
spent timein attracting other Jan. 14th: Time 6 PM: Lo- zr IZave z.a Voicemail

much needed resources—

financial resources, through

The United Methodist Historical Dr. Allan W. Hall, Chairman
Society of Ohio at its Annual Meeting on  Commission on Archives and History
Saturday, April 24, 2010, will recognize 273 Park Place Drive
churches which are celebrating significantWadsworth, OH 44281
anniversaries of their founding. The years
for recognition are 100, 125, 150, 175, andf you need further information about the
200 years. If your church is celebrating anniversary dates, contact Dr. Hall at
one of these anniversaries, please send (330) 334-4396.
information by April 1, 2010, to:

cation: North Coast Dis-
trict)
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Cleveland, Ohio — The of this program organiza- to purchase and install a
Cleveland Foundation hagions gain traction in stra- much needed phone sys-
awarded a grant to Theegic planning, budgeting, tem that will include mul-

Nehemiah Mission ofboard governance and tiple voice mail boxes, fax
Cleveland to assist withgrant writing. At the con- capability, intercom, and
technology and communi-clusion of the program expanded wi-fi connec-
cation upgrades at the missuccessful participants aretivity. “We are confident

sion. invited to apply for a grant that this system will en-

that assists in capacity able us to better communi-
For the past nine monthduilding. cate internally and exter-
mission director Jim Sza- nally and provide a more

kacs and board chair;"We are grateful to Project consistent means by which
Gloria Rowland-Homolak Access and The Cleveland our partners, guests, and
have participated inFoundation for their in- clients may reach us.
“Project Access” a capac-struction and for their

ity building educational choosing to award this The system will be in-
program under the direc-grant.” Said mission direc- stalled in mid-December
tion of The Clevelandtor; Jim Szakacs. The by Laketec Communica-
Foundation. As part grant dollars will be used tion of N. Olmsted, Ohio.
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Cleveland, Ohio —The needs, the mission will To contribute to the
Nehemiah Mission of respond by stocking non-mission and or
Cleveland announcedperishable food items andspecifically to “The
plans to open a foodpersonal hygiene itemsMatilde Davila Food
pantry intended to assistthen packaging 2-3 daysPantry for Gallagher
the families of studentsworth of supplies and School”, send donations
attending Cleveland’s delivering those packagesto The Nehemiah
Gallagher School locatedto the school for Mission of Cleveland,
on Franklin Avenue. distribution to the needy 6515 Bridge Ave.
Relying on school staff to students. Cleveland, Ohio 44102.
identify the most serious

| ( /0

Has your church had toward producing a districtrepairs. If you know a con-

work done on a boiler? list  of those contractorstractor that you would refer

Air conditioner? Parking who have done quality,to another church for

lot? Plumbing? Of acceptable work for localquality work, please send
course! All  of our churches, whether in thethe name, address, phone
churches have had work church itself or in the number(s) and the type of
done. But have you had parsonage. Many churchegontractor to Rev. William

work done that was could use the assistance 0E. Buckeye at Bay UMC

completely satisfactory? having a referral from using the following ad-

another church about adress:
District Building and particular aspect of theirrevbill bumc@sbcglobal.n
Location is working building maintenance andet
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vent, we prepare our hearts forf you'd like more informa-

Jesus. tion about the walk to Bethle-
hem, please check out the

webpage

How are you doing with your W a | k
Walk? Have you noticed thatwww.ncdistrictumc.org/news/

you are thinking a little morewalk bethlehem.htmor call

As | prepare for the walk to pedometer? | hope that as

each day about spending timene at 216-441-4527. Please
with God?  Are you like meremember to send me your
and making a slash mark ommiles so that we can keep our
your tally sheet each time youvebpage updated and all of us
eat some fruit or a vegetacan watch the progression of
ble? Are you wearing yourour journey.

Bethlehem, | keep remember- you walk, that you're taking Blessings on your walk to

ing a song from my junior better care of yourself, everBethlehem,

choir days, Into my heart, nurturing yourself so that yourLinda McCowen RN

come into my heart Lord Je- body will be a good home for
sus. That's what we do each Jesus.
year as we travel through Ad-

1 11 (
The Task Force on Clergy and Congregational Wellnesgresting
a conference network of persons engaged with health masistritheir
church or district. If you are a parish nurse, heaithister, wellness
chairperson or have a special interest in wellnesshaatth ministry
please provide your contact information (name, position,cthuis-

trict, email and telephone number) to Rev. Linda McCovatn
Imccowen@ncdistrictumc.orgr 216-441-4527, ext.
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From Patron to Participant,
Reflections on Everyday Life

0

by Christa Eckert-Blum has just been published

Dr. David F. Martin’s preview of the manuscript states,

“Christa has taken everyday experiences and infused tliténthe sig-
nificance of biblical insight, thoughtful reflection andaptical applica-
tion that many of us miss in our hectic pace of lifesTdevotional book
is a treasure that could help us focus each day on Gadigips for our

lives.”

The book is available at
www.pleasantwordbooks.com
Www.amazon.com
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“You must be For those who The Young
some of the nicest peoplecan't seem to get enough offFriends of Nehemiah is a
ever!” Its a pretty making more examples like newly started social and

audacious remark to make.the one listed above, Thevolunteer work group for
How can anyone so Nehemiah Mission has beenthose 16-30 years olds seek-
brazenly make the decisionhere 5 years and isn’'t goinging opportunities for such
that whomever standsaway soon. Nehemiahmotion in Cleveland
before them is possibly recognizes need in Cleve-Young Friends exists to
ranked as some of the 10dand and mission groupssupport The Nehemiah
nicest people in the historysupply the volunteering Mission of Cleveland
of the world? It is backbone to SatiSfy it. No through service Opportuni_
especially so brash if thevolunteer walks away from ties fundraisers, and eve-
speaker of this commentNehemiah without feeling ryday actions.
has only known the object something, and that's where

of said statement for only 2you see the flame start inlnterested’>
minutes... some young adults; an Over'qhost@nehe.miahmission

whelming desire to help ora for more info
...yet one those around and bring Gog29 )

desperately needed wheelinto their every motion.
chair ramp later.
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Contact

The 2009-2010 Confirma- - Camp Asbury: Early Bird Rate

tion Retreats will focus on December 4-6, 2009 Applies Before

“The Three Simple Rules” Early Bird Rate Ap- February 22nd

looking at the topics of mis- plies Before Nov. 23rd,;

sions, The Social Principles, The confirmation retreats

worship and the means of . Camp Wanake: are a shared ministry of

Grace! The weekend in- February 26-28, 2010 East Ohio Camps and East

cludes Bible study, Games, Early Bird Rate Ap- Ohio Youth. Registration

interactive learning, wor- plies Before February information and Camp rates

ship, and more! Dates and 15th; are available on the East

locations of the retreats are: Ohio Conference website
Camp Aldersgate: at:

March 5-6 or 6-7, 2010

6 %1 - * #o

The North Coast “For this reason | remind -Rev. Chaffee
District Office Staff you to fan into the flame -Rev. Conner
wishes you a happy the gift of God, which is -Beverly Holland

and safe Christmas  nYyou through the laying _jyjia Hearne

along with a happy on of my hands” -Linda McCowen

start to the New -2 Timthy 1:65 New Jim Spakacs
Year! International Bible _
(1984) -Kate Hollingsworth
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What: Keynote Address,
30 Plus Workshops, Lunch, Cokesbury
Who Should Attend : Laity and Clergy
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L ORI GOZSHGHTSS TUSHREATTETS

Starting on January 1st some changes will be made regatdeng
guarterly newsletter sent by The North Coast Distri®/e are going to
start sending out the newsletter primarily through E-mdf the office
does have a record of your email, you will

now receive the newsletter by email. The

newsletter will still get mailed out to those

without internet access or email still. If you

receive the newsletter by mail and have not

$%& " Vit $ given us an active email address, please
’ %( ) consider giving us this information.
% Please call the office at 216-441-4527 ext. 108 to update your email

address or give us a new one. You can also email diessges to
* + % khollingsworth@ncdistrict.org




